








Our drumming circle
meets on the first
Tuesday of the month
from 7:30 — 8:30 p.m. In
addition, a drumming
class led by Jan Gregory

S i takes place on these
DRUMMING CIRCLE Mondays, October 29",

November 19", and December 10™. The cost for
each class session is $18.00.

Come and give it a try. You don’t need a drum to
start. If you are interested in purchasing a drum, or if
you want more information, please contact Rev. Pat at
746-2865 or email pastor@nfcongregational.org.

HOSPICE BREAKFAST -
\ Tuesday October 2" at 7:45
& . am. Join the Mission
REAKFAST/  Committee at the Annual
Hospice Breakfast at the
Amber Room. This is a wonderful event that
highlights the work of Hospice and offers a great
breakfast, served by your own personal waitress, Sue
Webb. There are only 10 seats at the table, so sign up
early. If you aren’t able to attend, Hospice still needs
your support. There will be a container in Pilgrim Hall
for your donation. All contributions will be included
in the ‘tips’ from the New Fairfield Congregational
Church table at the breakfast.
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.. & of quiet and sharing. We will

Body explore some spiritgal practices
/ to deepen our experience of

God in our daily lives. The group will use the small
group experience series, “Companions in Christ: The
Way of Grace.” The participant’s book costs $12.00.
If you would like to be part of this gathering, please
contact Rev. Pat at 203-746-2865 or email at
pastor@nfcongregational.org
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SPIRITUALITY GROUP -
will meet on the first
Wednesday of every month,
beginning on October 3" at
= 7:00 p.m. This is a special time

THURSDAY MORNING STUDY GROUP
10:00 a.m. in the Choir Room

continuing to
use “The Wired Word’ study series. This unique
program connects current events with scripture.
Come on Thursday morning at 10:00 a.m. to find out
what the next headline will be, and enjoy good
discussion and good company.

% please call first. Because

=
behé Bl R
i \ A etz Of limited storage space

we are not able to take donated items anytime during
the year. Donations for the tag sale are only accepted
during specific a time period. Watch for
announcements in the Candlelight and bulletin.
However, the thrift shop accepts donations of clean
clothing all year.

We are fortunate to have
so many people willing
to donate items to the
church. However, if you
plan to donate an item,

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND -
As part of the “Year of Spiritual
Growth”, I sent a “Thought for the
Week” email every Monday. I will
resume sending the emails Monday,
October 8. If you would like to
receive the weekly “thought” please
send an email to me at
pastor@nfcongregational.org

OUTDOOR MINISTRY

We are very excited to sponsor the Tony DeBlois
concert on Saturday, October 6, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. and
Sunday, October 7, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. We encourage
everyone to attend what will be an incredible event.
Tony is autistic and blind. As a prodigious savant, he
is able to play 21 instruments and is able to sing in
several languages. He is recognized as a jazz improv
genius.

Tickets will be sold at the door. They will be $10 for
adults and $5 for children 12 and under.

We look forward to sharing this special experience
with you and thank you in advance for your support.
Christine Haack

Secretary



COMPASSIONATE CONNECTIONS MINISTRY
“Love one another....as | have loved you.”
John 15:12
Our ministry has been available to our congregation
since 1998. It is an extension of the compassionate
spirit that has been a part of this church for many
years. We are people within our community who
have lifted up our gifts of caring to God so that we
may share Jesus’ love.
Autumn is the time of the year when anyone who is
interested in lifting up the “Gifts of Caring” that we
are looking for may do so. This year our “Gifts of
Caring” offering will be received on Sunday
October 14th during the worship service. A form
will be in the bulletin that morning and can be put in
the offering plate.
The “Gifts of Caring” include:

Visitors - Do you have approximately one hour per
month to visit someone at home, or during a short or
long term stay at the hospital or a nursing home? An
orientation is given and visitors meet together usually
every 8 weeks.

Meal Providers - Are you able to provide a meal for
a family experiencing a temporary need because of
illness, surgery, accident, birth or death? If you can
provide a meal, but are unable to deliver it, we can do
that for you.

Transportation Providers - Are you able to drive
someone to a Doctor’s appointment or treatment or
perhaps to our Sunday Worship Service or other
events at the church?

Minor Home Repair Providers - Are you interested
in helping someone by making simple home repairs or
perhaps yard work?

Sewing Repairs or Adjustments - Are you talented
at this?

Parenting Partners — Are you an experienced parent
with tips to share with some of our new mothers and
fathers in the congregation?

Prayerfully consider your gifts. Then join us on
Sunday October 14th during worship, to lift up your
“Gifts of Caring” in the morning offering.

If you have any questions you may contact me at 203-
312-9738 or by e-mail at heintzlindy@aol.com

Linda Heintz

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

“My Thanks Are Automatic,”

say 16 of our generous pledgers. These people have
given up the envelope system of weekly giving for an
automatic system of pledging — a very welcome
change, considering the impact it has had on the
stability of church finances.

Typically, weekly giving to the church fluctuates
according attendance. These fluctuations add to the
challenge of meeting our financial needs, especially
during the summer months. With automatic pledges —
which are “electronic funds transfers” from checking
accounts or charged to credit cards -- these
fluctuations are significantly reduced. Some pledgers
have even paid their commitments forward! Thank

you all!

Take a look at the numbers:

2006 Pledges*

Amount Pledged: $127,235.
Number of Pledge Cards: 119
Number of Automatic Pledges: 16
Pledged by Sept. 9 $88,200.
Actual received by Sept. 9 $85,765.
Shortfall as of Sept. 9 $ 2,436.

*as always, individual pledges are confidential

The church’s 2007 budget is about $200,000, and
pledges cover 2/3 of it, or 64%. During this summer,
when we had increased costs associated with repair of
the parsonage and a lack of rental income during the
months of repair, consistent giving was critical to
carrying us through.

If you have any questions about the pledge system, or
how to become an automatic giver, please speak to
anyone on your Stewardship Committee — Donna
Pierpont, Laura Kimble, Mary Bevan — or Sally Kile,
financial secretary. Electronic transfer forms are
available both at the church and on the website,
www.nfcongregational.org




MISSION TEAM
Fall is about to begin and so does

We have lots of things on the
agenda, and we are looking for
“gifts of time” from the
Congregation for the following
events:

On October 2, 2007, we will be hosting a table at the
Hospice Breakfast to be held at the Amber Room in
Danbury. A sign-up sheet will be in Pilgrim Hall for
people who would like to attend; or, if there is a time
crunch, you can always leave a donation in the cute
cat box - checks can be made payable to Hospice.
Missions’ Annual Fall Bake Sale will be held after
church on October 14™. We are also looking for
people who would like to bake goodies for this event.
Missions is also hosting the hospitality table on that
day.

Thanksgiving donations — a wicker basket will be in
the Narthex from October 28 to November 18" for
donations for families in need.

On November 10", we will be running the “Holiday
Café” during the Bazaar.

On December 10™, we will be hosting a “Breakfast
with Santa” for families from the Interfaith AIDS
Ministry.

Lastly, on December 15th, we will be having our
Covenant to Care Holiday Party. We will have a list

of names and ages of children available in November.

Thank you for your support!
Peace,
Sue Webb

WOMEN’S CHURCH CLUB

Just wait until you see the Old Fashioned Quilt,
handmade by Jane Managan, Pat Norton, Helen
Middlelton and Jane Seaman, which is one of the
November 10™ Holiday Bazaar raffles.

@ﬂ%@ﬁ THRIFT SHOP

Zes=cc1  The Thrift Shop will be open on
' Saturday, October 6, 2007, from
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Contributions of clean, usable
clothing for men, women, children and especially
babies will be greatly appreciated. Thanks to
everyone who thought of us when cleaning out your
closets.

the busy life of the Mission Team.

HEPDERR
Worship & Ministry Team

Please join us for the World Communion on Sunday,
October 7, 2007. This is the day all churches come
together as one for the sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper. The dedication of the Acolytes will be part of
the Worship Service, with a training session after
Worship.

For anyone interested in finding out more about the
Church and joining our Fellowship, there will be a
New Members Meetings on October 14th and 21st
following the Service. New members will be received
during the Worship Service on October 28, 2007.

Mark your calendar for October 2, 2007 and sign up
for participation on Laity Sunday. All sections of the
service need to be filled, including the sermon! The
third grade will be receiving bibles during the service.

The Worship Service on October 28, 2007 is a time to
give thanks for the Fall Harvest. The designated food
recipient this year will be the new Fairfield Food
Pantry. Please bring food for placement at the altar.
If you have any questions or any need arises, please
feel free to call Betsy Schalkham at 746-9424 or call
the Church Office at 726-2865.

BOSTON PANCREATIC CANCER WALK.

In memory of Janet Novicky, members of her
family are walking in Boston. Please help them raise
funds for pancreatic cancer research by sponsoring a
member of their team. Their team name is the
“Novicky Cardinals.” The walk takes place on
October 14, 2007.

To contribute, simply go to the link listed below
and click on any of the team members, or call Jennifer
Cathcart at home (860) 417-3607 or cell phone (203)
948-0765. For more information on the walk or
sponsoring a participant, please visit the following
webpage:
http://bostonpancreaticcancerwalk.kintera.org/faf/don
orReg/donor Pledge.

CHURCH RECORDS

Weddings:

Congratulations to Melissa Rhoads and John Graves,
who were married on September 15, 2007.
Congratulations to Jennifer Scogno and Anthony
D’Onofrio, who were married on September 29, 2007.
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MINISTRY

Church school has begun and we are blessed with a group of amazing children each Sunday.
We have a wonderful program here and we invite and hope all our children will be a part of it.
Unfortunately, we are currently struggling to find enough volunteers to work with our children.
.@ =~ Gone are the days when parents are asked to teach the 31 grade class from September until

R~ . > June. We are not looking for someone to ‘go it alone’ and spend Saturday night trying to figure
CHI I-DREN'S out what to do the next morning. We know that time in worship is important for everyone to be

spiritually connected. We do not want to contribute to the overwhelming busyness that many

families already feel. And yet, Christian Education is vital.

We have a rotation workshop model for our 1% — 6" grade that allows leaders to spend just 3 weeks contributing to
our Christian Education program, but parent involvement is crucial for it to continue to succeed. Each workshop is
taught to a different grade, 1%/2", 3"/4™ and 5"/6", over three weeks. Curriculum lessons and materials are
supplied for you. Once your initial preparations are done, you are set. You only need to make minor adjustments
for the different age group each week. Grab a friend and sign up to lead together. We have openings for leaders
throughout the year. Our immediate concerns are for two leaders for the Healing Parables rotation and two leaders
for the Advent rotation. We are grateful to Linda Seiler and Amy and Joe Constantinides who have agreed to team

lead our PK/K class. Parents have expressed willingness to volunteer in the class to ensure N
two adults are present each week and sub for them as needed. Jim Whiting is continuing his R -
dedicated work with the 7"/8" grade class. Substitutes are needed during the year since he %
does not have a team leader. There are also opportunities for special events and programs for
the whole church school. Please consider sharing in the responsibility of our Christian
Education program. Liz Yoho is available to discuss options, curriculum, workshop topics or
concerns during the day at church, 746-2865, or by email cedirector@nfcongregational.org

Blessings, Christian Education Team

Oct 7 World Wide Communion
Oct 14 - Nov4 Healing Parables (3 of 4 weeks)
Nov 11 Mission Day

Nov 18 —Dec 2 Advent / Christmas rotation (3 wks)
Dec9 & 16
Dec 23 Christmas Activities

Jan 6 - 20 Ruth & Naomi (3 weeks)

Jan 27 — Feb 17 23" Psalm/Good Shepherd (3 of 4)
Feb 24 —Mar 9 Lent/ Easter rotation (3 weeks)

Pageant practice & Pageant

Mar 16 Walk Through Holy Week, Egg Hunt
Mar 30 —Apr 20 Miracles of Jesus (3 of 4 weeks)

Apr 27 Mission Day

May 4 - 25 Beatitudes (3 of 4 weeks)

June 1 & 8 Children’s Sunday & practice day
BIBLES for 3" Graders

Our 3" grade children will receive their new Bibles
during worship on Sunday, October 21*. Parents
need to contact Liz Yoho by October 14" so
we know how their 3™ grader’s name
) should be inscribed in their Bible.
For example: full name, middle
initial only, correct spelling...
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We are continuing to designate
the children’s mission offering
to Silver Lake’s ‘Now for the
Future’ campaign. The leaders
of Silver Lake and the CT
Conference have put together a
comprehensive plan that
includes rebuilding, building
and upgrading several spaces at Silver Lake. Silver
Lake has a phenomenal summer camp program and
retreat center available to us. This campaign will
ensure that Silver Lake will be around for the next 50
years! .

Mission offering envelopes for this
year are available in your child’s
classroom or from the CE office
downstairs.

\ Thank you!

~# Our workshop leaders for Abraham
= and Sarah were Mary Carniero
: working on Maps, Now & Then,

E * Natalie & Carl Koehler led a puppet
J'\—  workshop and Tracy Yoho taking the
Tha children on a journey like Abraham
fo & Sarah followir&lg (dflvod. Thanks also
for our subs in 77/8" grade, Laura
vo ullteel'S! Baird and Liz York.



Prayer
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Sun, Oct 14™ 12:00 — 5:00 p.m.
**For both MSYG and SHYG**
We are all heading out for a bike
trip adventure. Join us as we travel
up to Wassaic, NY to bike on the
rails to trails path there. We will be
in smaller groups depending on how far we each want
to bike. Let’s see how many miles we can go! Talk
to Liz Yoho to sign up by Oct 7™! We need to make
sure we have enough room for all the bikes. On
Sunday, Oct 14", you will need to
bring your signed permission form,
your bike, a packed lunch and
water to church. Call or email Liz
if you have any questions.

crazy?

Yoho o

Thank

well as
sharing

Sun, Oct 21*" 12:00 —2:30 p.m.

Larson’s Farm Corn Maze

The MSYG will take a trip over to Larson’s Farm to
see how lost we can get and then still find our way out
of their “Musical Mystery Tour” corn maze.
Admission will be $8 for ages 12 and under and $10
for youth 13 and older. They have snacks and
pumpkin stand there as well. Parents — if you wish to
chaperone, let Liz know. Permission forms are in
Pilgrim Hall.

Sat, Oct 27™ 7:00 — 9:00 p.m.
Youth Halloween Party for both MS & SHYG
Create your costume and
come to our annual
Halloween Party. Don’t miss
out on the fun! You are
welcome to bring a friend for
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a g‘wou]is‘\ good time.

And coming up...
Sun, Nov 4™ MSYG Dinner & Pumpkin
Games
Sat, Nov 10" Serve at the Ham Dinner

Work is continuing on creating the
prayer walk behind the church. While
the weather is still warm, take a stroll
out back to check out our progress.

®

Do bottles in our garbage drive you

garbage and pollution grow? If you
would like to join Liz York and Liz

Walk and Peace Garden

The SHYG is still

j & collecting your nickel bottles and cans
!22 4 Kf to fundraise for our mission work.
Gan & Botle  Thank you to everyone who has
Redemption!

dropped off their contributions so far.
We will be accepting cans and bottles
through the end of October.

Are you tired of watching the

n some recycling projects

please let us know.
Let’s learn to be better stewards of God’s Earth

you to everyone who worked so hard to make

our SHYG Mission Dinner and Presentation Night
such a success. The homemade ziti was delicious and

the desserts. Our youth did an awesome job
about their experiences meeting people and

working in Appalachia. Thank you also to all our
stockholders who were able to attend. Tracy and I
would also like to thank everyone for the

beautiful flowers and gift certificates. We
will certainly enjoy them.

SN

=

~Liz Yoho

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH!!
NIGHTWATCH! Fri, Nov 30" to Sat, Dec 1%

Don’t miss this great trip. Sign up with
Liz Yoho by Oct 21*. There is a deposit
of $25 when you sign up, the total cost
will be $45. We will leave NF at 4:00
p.m. on Friday and return in time for lunch
on Saturday. What can you expect from
this amazing program at the Cathedral of
St. John the Divine in NYC?

A chance for youth from different churches and
denominations to meet in an atmosphere of games
and music.

An opportunity to interact with a representative
from one of the Cathedral's social, environmental
or arts ministries.

A candlelight meditation utilizing the vast
Cathedral space, and a quality worship experience,
celebrating the Eucharist at the high altar.

A daytime tour of the Cathedral, highlighting the
story of the Cathedral as well as Christian tradition
as it is embodied in the building.



JUNIOR AND SENIOR CHOIR NEEDS YOU!!!

. Rehearsals for the Junior Choir are 6:30 —7:15 p.m. every Thursday
Children Grades 2 through 8 are Invited!!

Come and Join the Fun!!

Junior Choir .
and Bells! Ring Bells

Rehearsal for the Senior Choir start at 7:30 p.m. every Thurs_day and

9:00 a.m. on Sundays

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED Z E |
For more information, call Dot Bass at 746-2855 /Veecﬂecé

Congregational Church of New Fairfield
United Church of Christ
20 Gillotti Road
New Fairfield, Connecticut 06812
(203) 746-2865

2007



October 2007

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
7:30 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. — 10:00 a.m. — Bible 1:00 p.m. — Thrift
Drumming Circle Spiritually Group Study Shop Open

6:30 p.m. — Junior 7:00 p.m. —
Choir Rehearsal Concert given by
7:30 p.m. — Senior Tony DeBlois
Choir Rehearsal

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

9:00 a.m. — Senior Choir 7:30 p.m. — Service 1:00 p.m. — Women’s 10:00 a.m. — Bible

Rehearsal Club Meeting Church Club Study

10:00 a.m. — Worship 7:30 p.m. — 6:30 p.m. — Junior

Service — World Executive Council Choir Rehearsal

Communion Sunday Meeting 7:30 p.m. — Senior

Acolyte Dedication Choir Rehearsal

11:30 a.m. Pastoral

Relations Team

2:00 p.m. — Concert given

by Tony DeBlois

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

9:00 a.m. — Senior Choir 7:00 p.m. - Worship 10:00 a.m. — Bible UCC Annual UCC Annual

Rehearsal & Ministry Meeting Study Meeting in Meeting in

10:00 a.m. — Worship 7:30 p.m. — Mission 6:30 p.m. — Junior Tolland Tolland

Service — Gift of Caring Team Meeting Choir Rehearsal

Offering 7:30 p.m. — Senior

11:00 a.m. — New Member Choir Rehearsal

Meeting 7:30 p.m. — Trustee

11:00 a.m. — Mission Bake Team Meeting

Sale

12:00 p.m. YG Bike trip

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

9:00 a.m. — Senior Choir 7:00 — 8:30 p.m. 10:00 a.m. — Bible 6:30 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. YG

Rehearsal Prayer Shawl Study Women’s Halloween Party

10:00 a.m. — Worship Ministry 6:30 p.m. — Junior Ministry Night

Service — Laity Sunday Choir Rehearsal Out

Bibles for 3 Grade 7:30 p.m. — Senior

11:00 a.m. — New Member Choir Rehearsal

Meeting

12:00 p.m. Confirmation

Class

12:00 p.m. MSYG Corn

Maze

28 29 30 31

9:00 a.m. — Senior Choir 7:30 p.m. —

Rehearsal

10:00 a.m. — Worship
Service — New Members
Received

Drumming with Jan
Gregory






